S
INCE the foundation of the Belgian Transplant Society (BTS) in 1993, the Belgian transplant coordinators were linked with the different donor and transplant national programs. Belgium, which is organized as a transplant center-based coordination model, has been always in the top five of the world donor statistics. Since 1987, a weakened presumed consent has been installed and, for the last 5 years, Belgium reported an average of 24 donors per million inhabitants. Belgium is part the Eurotransplant organization, along with Austria, Germany, Luxemburg, Slovenia, The Netherlands, and recently Croatia. On November 25, 1997, the first meeting to install officially Belgian Section of Transplant coordinators (BSTC) was organized. Priority was given to an official national statute for those who are performing the job of transplant coordinator in Belgium. Therefore, job descriptions of each coordinator respectively were analyzed. Official recognition of the BSTC by the BTS was approved in 1998, and ever since the BSTC has been officially mandated to collect the data nationally as well as to present the data in the different councils directly or indirectly represented by the BTS. Different initiatives to improve donation originated from the BSTC. Awareness programs within in the Belgian government, schools, and medical profession were directly supported by the BSTC. Some side initiatives were supported from out of the group. Recently, the Belgian government launched an overall national awareness campaign to improve donation rates on the different levels within the Belgian society. Furthermore, a special initiative to focus on medical support and donor detection was created under this campaign. Yearly data collection on waiting list, donation, and transplantation statistics remains one of the significant contributions from the BSTC to the BTS and the national data for government and press and is widely used to analyze and improve the national numbers. We report herein the annual data for 2006 and compare them with 2005.
METHODS
A common database was identified and approved by the BSTC and sent to the different data collectors in every transplantation center nationally. Main data collection was linked to donation activity. Items on donor potential, effective number of donors, non-heartbeating donors (NHBD), percentage of refusals, organ yield, and donor profile items were collected. Additionally, data on waiting list dynamics and transplantation activity were collected through the data support systems of the Eurotransplant organization.
RESULTS

Waiting List Dynamics
Compared with 2005, on overall decrease of the number of patients on waiting list on December 31 was observed (Table 1) . At least for kidney and lung, this was not due to a reduction of new waiting list registration. Waiting list mortality was 7.3% on kidney, 18% on liver, 11% on heart, and 7% on lung waiting lists, respectively. Of note, for liver, waiting list mortality regularly increased in the last 3 years (7.4% in 2004, 15% in 2005, and 18% in 2006 ). An increase of new waiting list registrations was seen in 2006 for kidney and lung, while a decrease was noticed for heart and pancreas. Reasons of death were differentiated among heart-beating donors (HBD) and NHBD. Comparing HBD and NHBD groups, 48% versus 30% (P ϭ .1) died of a cerebrovascular accident, 34% versus 36% (P ϭ .71) died of a trauma, 14% versus 29% (P ϭ .32) died of brain anoxia, and 6% versus 13% (P ϭ .74) died of other reasons. Classifying the NHBD potential into the Maastricht Classification, 54 (85.7%) donors were category III NHBD, 8 (12.7%) were category II, and I (1.6%) was category IV NHBD, respectively.
For the global donor population, the mean age for effective donors was 46.4 years, including 30% of the donors younger than 40 years of age. The total average of organ yield per donor was 3.21 Ϯ 1.7 organs. The mean organ yield per donor and per age category was 3.19 organs in the age group Ͻ20 years, 3.68 organs in the age group 20 to 40 years, 3.02 organs in the age group 40 to 60 years, and 1.67 organs in the group Ն60 years. Comparing the HBD group versus the 
